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CDFA is not herein engaged in rendering legal, accounting, financial or other advisory 
services, nor does CDFA intend that the material included herein be relied upon to the 
exclusion of outside counsel or a municipal advisor. This publication, report or 
presentation is intended to provide accurate and authoritative general information and 
does not constitute advising on any municipal security or municipal financial product. 
CDFA is not a registered municipal advisor and does not provide advice, guidance or 
recommendations on the issuance of municipal securities or municipal financial 
products. Those seeking to conduct complex financial transactions using the best 
practices mentioned in this publication, report or presentation are encouraged to 
seek the advice of a skilled legal, financial and/or registered municipal advisor.

Questions concerning this publication, report or presentation 
should be directed to info@cdfa.net.

Legal Disclaimer
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Native American Bank is nationally chartered CDFI providing financial services to 

Indian Country. 

Owned by a consortium of 31 Tribes & Tribal Economic Development Corps, 

ANCs, and 5 social investors/ foundations  

Full Service, FDIC- Insured Bank Designated as a Minority Owned Depository 

Institution (MDI)

Our Creed:

People Investing in Native Communities



NAB provides capital throughout Indian Country

Tribal Government & Alaska Native Village

Tribal Enterprise Projects

Tribal Housing Development

Alaska Native Corporations (ANC)

Native Entrepreneurs 

On Reservation and Off 

(No Direct Gaming/Casino Lending)



Indian Country Considerations

• Tribal Jurisdiction & Codes

• Taxation

• Sovereign Immunity

• Trust Land and Collateral Valuation

• Tribal Leadership



Tribal Jurisdiction & Codes

• Indian Tribes are sovereign entities 

• Power to Regulate

• Codes, Foreclosure

• Zoning

• Power to charter businesses 

• Tribal Court



Tribal Taxation

• Federal Tax Exemption

• Property Tax Exemption

• Other Taxes (Sales, Lodging, Gas)

• Paid to Tribe (unless compact with state)

• Helps make tribal projects feasible



Sovereign Immunity

• A Sovereign state is one that can not be sued with out its 

consent

• Agreements without requisite language waiving immunity 

may be unenforceable 

• LIMITED Waivers available



Trust Land/Collateral

• Much of Reservation land held in Trust status

• Managed by Bureau of Indian Affairs

• Land use governed by leases or rights of use

• Collateral accomplished via Leasehold Mortgage



Tools to Strengthen Loans

• Indian Loan Guarantee and Insurance Program (ILGP)
• US Dept of Interior (aka BIA Guarantee)

• USDA Guarantees

• HUD Title VI Guarantees ( for Tribal Housing)

• SBA Programs

• New Markets Tax Credit Equity

• SSBCI - Soon



Building Interest

• Tribal loans are STRONG credits

• Tribal loans are stable

• Make an Impact

• CRA Consideration

• Find your partners



• Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians – Northern Minnesota, 12,000 residents

• Tribal EDC is Ogaakaaning Enterprises dba Red Lake, Inc. 

• Red Lake Trading Post since 1986 

• 5,000sf grocery space, 5,000sf laundry, fuel center

• Building in severe need of replacement, expansion

• 27,000sf grocery, dollar store, deli, c-store/ fuel center, bakery, Subway

• Create 45 Construction Jobs, 27 permanent, retain 30 permanent jobs

• Red Lake Builders Construction Contractor – Multiplies Impact to Tribe 

Red Lake Grocery Store Replacement



A’ ho

Native People Investing in Native Communities
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Submit your questions by 
using the chat function!

Audience Questions



CDFA Ohio Financing Roundtable (in-person!)
Wednesday, September 14 // 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM Eastern
Columbus, OH

Intro Tax Credit WebCourse
September 19-20 //  Daily: 12:00 – 5:00 PM Eastern

CDFA Infrastructure Finance Learning Series: Reviewing the Guidance
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 // 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM Eastern

CDFA National Development Finance Summit (in-person!)
November 2-4, 2022
Denver, CO

Upcoming Events at CDFA

CDFA TRAINING INSTITUTE

We offer 17 courses in development
finance designed for all skill levels.

Learn more and register today at
www.cdfa.net
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Vice President
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Contact Us

Angela Blatt
Council of Development Finance Agencies
Director, Research & Technical Assistance
614-705-1306
ablatt@cdfa.net

The material contained herein is for informational purposes only. The content of this is not intended to provide 
authoritative financial, legal, regulatory or other professional advice. The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation and 
any of its subsidiaries makes no express or implied warranty regarding such material, and hereby expressly disclaims 
all legal liability and responsibility to persons or entities that use this report based on their reliance of the information
in such report. The presentation of this material neither constitutes an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy 
any securities described herein.


