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Feature story

Each year, CDFA goes through the 
painstaking process of identifying the 
key drivers, tools, issues, challenges, and 
opportunities facing the development 
finance industry in preparation for the 
Development Finance Summit. This 
year was perhaps one of the toughest 
program development processes in our 
history, as we balance the struggles of 
the country over the past three years 
with the obvious opportunities for 
growth and development in the current 
economic environment. If 2011 was 
one of the lowest years in the history of 
public finance, then 2012 is showing the 
potential to be one of the strongest ever. 
Building a program that appeals to many 

but also provides tailored education and 
networking opportunities for targeted 
attendees is challenging. In the end, 
CDFA has produced a Development 
Finance Summit that shows how 
the Council continues to advance 
the development finance industry by 
exploring innovation, energy, technology, 
best practices, infrastructure, partnerships, 
regulation, capital access, and 
environmental opportunity collectively. 

To give you a glimpse into the key drivers 
of this year’s Development Finance 
Summit, we have identified seven critical 
development finance discussions taking 
place in our industry as we speak. 

#1 Resurgence of Bond Finance

Bond volume is up significantly in the 
first half of 2012, and CDFA recognizes 
that once again, state and local issuers 
are turning to this bedrock development 
finance tool to spur investment and 
create jobs. The Development Finance 
Summit will feature three sessions with 
a heavy focus on the capital markets. 
The first, and Summit-opening, session 
will put Development Finance Under 
the Microscope with a big-picture look 
at the capital markets and the drivers of 
the bond industry in today’s economy. 
The second session, Economic Recovery 
through Bond Finance, examines some 
of the best bond finance success stories 
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