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Common Goals – Shared Outcomes

2008
Funders recognize importance of data 

and assign resources to launch the:

Detroit Office of 
Foreclosure Prevention & Response 

(FPR)

and

Data Driven Detroit (D3)
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Common Goals – Shared Outcomes

Foreclosure Data housed at FPR 

helped position Detroit at the leading 

edge of gathering and analyzing data 

to inform decisions and strategies 

around foreclosure issues.

Platform was catalyst to bring 

community stakeholders together.
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Using Data to Inform Strategy

Spring 2009  
FPR, D3, and Community Legal Resources 

work together to use foreclosure data as part 
of a broader analysis of housing, land, 

vacancy, and demographic information.

FPR and D3 agree to leverage resources 
through data services agreement.

Detroit Data Collaborative forms to work 
jointly and coordinate data 

acquisition & analysis
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Setting the Example for Data Sharing

Data Team identified need to address:

Gaps, 
Proprietary issues, 

Data collection challenges, 
Inconsistencies in available data
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Setting the Example for Data Sharing

Neighborhood supported data collection 

pilot conducted by FPR through 

Community Legal Resources identified 

urgent need for data and challenges for 

volunteer based collection.
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Project Launch

Project Support

FPR approached Living Cities to fund the 

Detroit Residential Parcel Survey.

Purpose

To form a baseline for the development of 

a comprehensive residential data set and 

supporting Neighborhood Reporting 

System for on-going updates.
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Project Coordination and Management

Project Coordination
FPR oversees the coordination of the 
project and procures project funding 

from Living Cities. 

Management Team
Data Team members serve as  

project management team. 
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Technical Support and Services

Community Legal Resources
provides technical support 

and services based upon expertise 
and knowledge 

of Detroit community 
for all phases of the project.

Detroit Residential Parcel Survey – 2/2010

A  joint project of 

With the support of



Field Work Coordination

The U of M Ginsberg Center 

conducted the field work to gather 

property condition and occupancy 

information for the entire city in 

August – September 2009.  
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Technical Coordination

Data Driven Detroit 
serves as the technical coordinator 

and oversees the coordination 
and analysis of the 

data with other data sets, 
the development and distribution 

of data products, and the 
maintenance of the data.
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Neighborhood Reporting System

FPR, CLR and D3 will work together 
to develop and implement a 

Neighborhood Reporting System 
with multiple entry points. 
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Data Collection Overview

Address

Property Type

Property Condition

Vacancy

Vacant, Open or Dangerous

Fire Damage

Vacant Lot
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Data Collection Overview

Survey Method
Windshield Survey

3 people per car: 1 driver, 2 surveyors  
(1 each side)

Field Tools
Map Binder with Data Collection Sheets

Survey Definitions
GPS Unit
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HOUSING TYPE:

Single Family 1 unit in dwelling

Duplex 2 units in dwelling

Multi Family 3 or 4 units in dwelling

Apartment* More than 4 units in dwelling

Commercial* Non-residential structure; Catch all for any parcel not captured in other categories

* Partial data collected not utilized in this report.)

CONDITION:

Good Well maintained; structurally sound; no more than 2 minor repairs

Fair
Maintained; structurally sound; minor exterior damage; 3+ repairs needed; 

up to 1 major repair; property can still be rehabilitated fairly inexpensively

Poor May not be structurally sound; major exterior damage, major repairs needed

Demolish Not structurally sound

Vacancy Probable
Structure appears to be uninhabited, indicated by several factors such as: 

foreclosure sign, lack of maintenance, accumulation of mail

Vacancy Possible
Structure appears to be possibly uninhabited, indicated by one of the following: 

foreclosure sign, lack of maintenance, accumulation of mail

Vacant, Open & 

Dangerous (VOD):
Structure has open point of entry, meaning a broken or missing window or door

Fire Damage: Structure has fire damage visible from exterior of structure

VACANT PARCEL:

Un-Improved Parcel with no structure and no improvement such as a paved lot, accessory structure, fence, park

Improved Parcel with no structure, but was improved with a paved lot, accessory structure, fence, or park
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Data Products – Phase One: Introductory

www.detroitparcelsurvey.org

User can enter an address and access 
survey results for:

the block, block group, and census tract 
related to entered address. 

PDF reports and maps will be available 
for each level of data.
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Data Products – Phase II: Advanced

Community Research Institute

will provide mid level interactive 

mapping that allows selection 

of user defined areas and 

the generation of analytical reports 

versus the address generated reports 

provided at the Introductory Level. 
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Data Products - Phase III: Advanced Analysis 

User Level Medium
Organizations can select on a map their 

area of interest and generate an 
aggregated report for that specific area. 

User Level High
Organizations that have registered will 
be able to access a secure website with 

multivariate reporting tools supported by 
Spatial Key that uses interactive and 

dynamic visualization mapping.
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